Fairgo
AL-V-1-A-140

In 1924 a large tract of land along the Potomac River
was transformed into a beautiful fairground beneath the
towering cliffs of Knobley Mountain. Seven stables,
sixteen open-air barns, two exhibit halls and a care-
takers residence were built on the fairgrounds. A
large grandstand, a clubhouse, a jockey house, a pavillion
at the finish line, and a paddock were erected around the
half-mile oval track. Races were run at the track until
?egtember 1961. The annual county fatr is still held at

airgo.- ’

Most of the frame buildings are in good condition.
One of the more interesting structures is the main
entrance, a small building flanked by two, three stage towers
with peaked bellcast hip roofs. Many of the barns and
stables have been removed.
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The Cumberland Fairgrounds are located in Potomac Park between
the B and 0 Railroad and the Potomac River.

The main entrance to the fairgrounds is a gatehouse with
wooden towers on either side. The one story, seven bays wide
gatehouse is frame with german siding resting on a low cement
foundation. The hipped gable flank roof, with eaves consisting
of a fascia and rafter ends, has an octagonal copula with a
peaked roof. Entrances and casement windows are pedimented.

The main entrance in the center of the western facade is recessed
with a columned gabled porti€o. Picket fences connect the
identical towers to the gatehouse. The square three stage

wooden towers are frame with german siding. Entrances have simple
hoods and windows are pedimented. Semicircular openings on

the third stage are boarded up. Capped pilasters in pairs

are located in the corners of the third stage. Eaves consist

of rafter ends. Peaked bellcast roofs with finials are covered
with asphalt shingles.

A smaller entrance on the northern side of the fairgrounds
consists of two square frame ticket booths which share a common
hipped gable roof serving as an entrance.

The clubhouse consists of a rectangular, two story, six bays
wide frame structure with german siding resting on a low cement
foundation. The gabled roof has been flatened. Eaves consist
of rafter ends on the flanks and cornice and soffit on the ends.
Mgvable panels on the northeast open the interior to a shed roofed
porch on trackside. Pedimented six over six light sash windows have
wooden Tugsills.

Most of the paddock has been removed. What remains is a small
rectangular frame structure with a shed roof and a row of betting
windows on the northeast. A large pavillion has been added to the
northeast.

The grandstand is a long rectangular frame structure with german
siding. The gabled roof is supported by bracketed wooden posts. Box
seats are located in the center of the stands. A press box on the roof
of the grandstand was added in the late 1930's.

(cont.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cumberland Fair and Agricultural Association was
incorporated in 1908 "for the purpose of improving the breeds
of all arimals and promoting agriculture and for holding Races
and County Fairs." (1) Fairs and races were held at the "old
fairgrounds" in South Cumberland until 1924 when the new fair-
grounds at Potomac Park, known as Fairgo,were opened. (2) A

large tract of land along the Potomac River was transformed into

a beautiful fairground beneath the towering cl1iffs of Knobley
Mountain. Seven stables, sixteen open-air barns, two exhibit
halls, and a caretaker's residence were built on the fair-
grounds. A large grandstand, a clubhouse, a jockey house, a
pavillion at the finish 1ine, and a paddock were erected
around the half-mile oval-track. Other sports provided for
were skeet shooting and tennis courts. (3)

The clubhouse was a popular gathering place for the
wealthy. It contained a dining room, betting windows, and a
barroom on the second floor. Panels of the trackside wall
of the barroom opened onto the awning covered porch so the
races could be viewed from inside. (4) Races were restricted
to a two week meet held " in conjunction with the Cumberland
Fair." (5) The Timited schedule eventually caused the dis-
continuance of the races:

. small race tracks were dying througout the United
States by the 1950's, and Fairgo proved no exception.
In September 1961, a county tradition ended when the
last races were run at the local track. Cumberland's
racing dates were sold the next summer to other tracks
when it became apparent that few horse owners wanted
to make the long trek to Fairgo for a short meet.(6)

(cont.)
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A variety of exhibition halls, barns, and stables are located
throughout the fairgrounds. One remaining stable for racing horses
is a long rectangular structure of vertical planks with a gabled roof.
The roof is extended on the northwest and supported by wooden posts.
Two exhibition halls are rectangular frame buildings with german
siding. Low hipped roofs have one story monitors with hipped gable
roofs. Windows are six light casements. Double entrances have
shed roofed porches. Five livestock barns are open pavillions with
gabled roofs supported by bracketed posts.

The Groundskeeper's Residence consists of a one and one-half
story, seven bays wide, "T" shaped frame structure with german siding.'
It rests on a high cement block foundation with a plain water table.
The steep hipped gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves
consist of a cornice, soffit, and frieze. Wall features include
cornerboards. A brick chimney in the center of the building has a
corbeled cap.

The pedimented main entrance, in the center of the northeastern
facade, includes a two panel, four light door with original hardware.
Two other pedimented entrances on the ends of the northeastern facade,
are located on the recessed umbrage porch. Windows are nailed,
pedimented six over one lights with wooden lugsills. Four pedimented
windows on the first floor are wide eight over one 1ights with wooden
Tugsills. A porch on the northeast is umbrage on the southeast and
northwest and has a hipped roof supported by square wooden posts.

A shed roofed porch is on the southwest.
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(Significance cont.)

The annual county fair held at Fairgo since 1924 includes
livestock competitions and various exhibits. Sideshows, rides,
and games housed in tents line the midway late in the summer.

Most of the frame buildings at the fairgrounds are in good
condition. One of the more interesting structures is the main
entrance, a small building flanked by two, three stage towers
with peaked bellcast hip roofs. Many of the barns and stables
have been removed.

Allegany County Certificate of Incorporation Liber 5, Folio 67

Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al. Allegany County, A History (Parsons W.Va.
McClain Printing Co. ) p. 342
Interview with Mrs. Margaret McKenzie, Fairgo, 10-3-78
Ibid

Stegmaier et al. p. 342 and P426

Ibid, p. 426
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